THE TIMING JUDGE

Instructions for the Timing Judge:

· Sit behind the judges but in a location that gives the student a clear view to you and you to him/her.

· Keep paper and pen/pencil handy at all times so you can record the exact times for both a speaker’s prepared and impromptu speeches. Immediately after the student leaves the room, it is your job to tell the judges the times for both the prepared speech and the impromptu speech and if there will be any penalties.  The judges need to hear this from you BEFORE they can mark the appropriate penalty box at the bottom of their evaluation forms.

· At the national competition the timing judge is not permitted to tell the student his/her time if (s)he asks for it.

· It is very important that you time both the prepared and impromptu speeches accurately.  Remember that when you hold up the “0,” time card meaning “no time remaining,” the competitor is to stop immediately or be charged with an “over time” penalty.

· It is easy to get involved with a speech presentation to the degree that you forget to give time signals.  It is also easy to get bored and begin fidgeting with the time cards.  Either of these behaviors can be both devastating and disastrous to the competitor.  Most of them have these speeches timed to the second; so PAY ATTENTION and signal EXACTLY!

· Explain to each student the time cards for prepared speech.  You will say to the competitor:


Remember:  A prepared speech is “in time” if you speak between 3 ½ and 4 minutes.  After 


you have talked for three minutes, I will hold up the “1” minute card, (show the student the 


card) meaning you have 1 minute left to speak.  After you have talked for 3 ½ minutes, I will 


hold up the “30” second card, (show the student the card) meaning you have spoken 3 ½ 


minutes and still have 30 seconds left.  After you have spoken 4 minutes, I will hold up the 


“0” card, (show the student the card) meaning time is up.  You must stop your presentation 


immediately.

· Explain to each student the time cards for impromptu speech.  You will say to the competitor:
Remember:  An impromptu speech is “in time” if you speak between 1 ½ and 2 minutes.  

After you have talked for one minute, I will hold up the “1” minute card, (show the student 

the card) meaning you have 1 minute left to speak.  After you have talked for 1 ½ minutes, I

will hold up the “30” second card, (show the student the card) meaning you have spoken 1 ½ 


minutes and still have 30 seconds left.  After you have spoken 2 minutes, I will hold up the 


“0” card, (show the student the card) meaning time is up.  You must stop your presentation 


immediately.
